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Selectmen will be reaching out to residents for their opinions on what should be done to provide the Fire 
Department with a safe fire station. The report on the options available is on the town’s website. 


Board will seek residents’ 
input on station needs 


Costs and options on 
town website 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


HAMPDEN -—_ Selectmen 
said at their Aug. 24 meeting 
they plan to reach out to resi- 
dents to see how they envision 
the Fire Department going for- 
ward, and what type of fire sta- 
tion upgrades or changes they 
would support. 

“We really need to evaluate 
the department and its future,’ 
said Selectman John D. Flynn. 
“And we need the residents’ help 


to make that decision.” He said 
the town should determine from 
residents what they see for the 
Fire Department five, 10 and 25 
years in the future. Selectmen 
said they would being schedul- 
ing forums in the near future. 

In mid-July, selectmen re- 
ceived a 232-page report on the 
conditions of the Hampden Fire 
Station and what options exist 
for providing the department 
with what it needs, which was 
done by Mitchell Architectur- 
al Associates, of Voorheesville, 
New York. 

The report has been posted to 
the town website, and selectmen 
said they want to have informa- 
tional forums as well as sessions 


during which residents would 
share their vision for the Fire 
Department. The documents in- 
clude every possible option and 
the cost for each of them. 

It is phase one of a possible 
three-phase project. Phase one 
covers the existing conditions 
and needs of the existing fire sta- 
tion, along with prioritized lists 
of facility and site repairs with 
an accompanying cost analysis 
of repairs. It also covers the po- 
tential long-term viability of the 
facility. 

Phase two consists of provid- 
ing building plans and a concep- 
tional site plan for any option the 
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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


HAMPDEN -—- _ Marcus 
Communications founder 
Bruce Marcus and CFO Mike 
Bula told selectmen at their 
Aug. 24 meeting the company 
was working hard to finish the 
emergency radio installation 
project for the town. 

Selectmen Chairman Don- 
ald Davenport asked the com- 
pany representatives for a date 
when the project would be fin- 
ished, and said the latest date 
it would be finished would 
be March 1.The project costs 
$500,000, Davenport said. 

“We need an emergency 
communication system in ef- 
fect as soon as possible,” he 
said, with the town’s emergen- 
cy personnel telling the board 
that the current system is on 
the verge of collapse. The com- 
pany is replacing the town’s 
emergency communications. 

Bula said all the work the 
company can do has _ been 
done, and it is waiting for the 
company that owns the tower, 
SBA Communications, and the 
cell phone company, Verizon, 
to approve the last two anten- 
nas, which need to be installed. 
SBA Communications will 
provide specific days for Mar- 
cus Communications to install 
the antennas and other equip- 
ment, and Verizon will approve 
where the equipment can be 
placed, said Marcus and Bula. 
Plans for where the equipment 
will go must be submitted 


completed 





ahead of time. 

A contract with both SBA 
Communications and the cell 
phone provider still need to be 
signed, Bula said, and those 
contracts seem to be standard. 
It is a task the company took 
on after the town found it too 
onerous, he said. Regular con- 
tact must be made with Veri- 
zon and SBA, and they don’t 
always communicate quickly, 
he said. 

“The process is slow and 
onerous,” said Bula. “I can see 
how anyone not involved in the 
day-to-day process might think 
it looks like nothing is getting 
done.” 

Marcus Communications 
has built all of the equipment in 
their shop, and will be ready to 
go once they get the approvals. 

Bula also said COVID-19 
also slowed things down de- 
spite already the town having 
gotten early approval of new 
frequencies from the FCC, 
which is often the portion of 
the process that holds up proj- 
ects. 

Although Bula and Marcus 
gave March | as the outside 
date they hope to finish project 
before that date. 

“Time is money for us,” 
said Marcus, telling selectmen 
the company would like the 
project done as much as select- 
men. “We don’t get paid until 
we finish. 

Selectmen said they are 
also continuing to explore re- 
gional dispatch options for fire 
and police. 


Town salary survey work continues 


November is target 
date for results 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


HAMPDEN — Mary Arcari, 
who is heading the salary survey 
and job description work for town 
employees, said at the selectmen’s 
Aug. 24 meeting her team is hop- 
ing to complete a report by some- 
time in November. 

After municipal employees 
raised possible pay equity issues, 
the town contracted to have job 
descriptions created and an area 
salary survey completed. 


Arcari said about 20 town em- 
ployees have not returned their 
job questionnaires, and they are 
needed for the project to remain 
on track. Town Manager Rob- 
ert Markel said some individuals 
have not returned them, saying 
they filled them out last year and 
nothing has changed. Arcari said 
with the start of COVID-19, it’s 
possible the requested question- 
naires were put on the back burn- 
er. Markel said he would remind 
people to return the descriptions as 
soon as possible. If they outstand- 
ing descriptions are received by 
Sept. 10, she hopes to have a draft 
by the end of September and the 
final report by the end of Novem- 


ber. Ten employees have returned 
the questionnaires and been inter- 
viewed. 

She said the questionnaires are 
important because jobs such as 
administrative assistant can vary 
widely from town to town while 
jobs such as firefighters are very 
similar no matter the community 
involved. 

Arcari said she would be deter- 
mining the market in which Hamp- 
den is situated, and then get salary 
information and job descriptions 
from between 8 and 12 towns 
identified as being in the market. 
The market will include some of 
Hampden’s abutting towns. 

She said her team would like- 


ly not use date from outlier towns 
that were either paying very high 
or very low wages. They will also 
get data from the Department of 
Revenue. She said the team also 
interviews the town employees as 
well as using the submitted job 
questionnaires. 

Although the data will be 
available late this fall, Arcari said 
towns can take steps to address 
any pay inequity issues this year 
or wait to the new fiscal year. She 
said most towns wait until a new 
fiscal year, which starts in July, 
giving them time to build any nec- 
essary raises into the budget pro- 
cess. Sometimes towns address 
glaringly inequitable situations, 


on a case by case basis in the same 
year if the town has the money. 

The final report will also rec- 
ommend pay grades and which 
jobs fit into which pay grade. She 
said many of Hampden’s town 
jobs don’t allow for a pay range 
based on experience or seniority, 
making it a rigid pay scale with 
little chance of raises. 

She said the team also inter- 
views the town employees as well 
as using the job questionnaires, 
which are filled out. 

Arcari said the team will pro- 
vide salary recommendations and 
accurate, updated job descriptions 
for town jobs as part of the final 
report. 
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Cara Polom — 
Dave Raccis engaged 


Francis and Sandy Polom, of Wilbraham, are pleased 
to announce the engagement of their daughter, Cara Po- 
lom, to Dave Raccis, son of David and Michelle Raccis, 
also of Wilbraham. 

Polom, a graduate of Boston University, is an adver- 
tising professional at Jack Morton, in Boston. Raccis, a 
graduate of UMass Amherst, is a marketing innovation 
manager with Heineken USA. 

The couple resides in Somerville. An August 2021 
wedding is planned in their hometown. 
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Wilbraham 
Police news 


On Aug. 2, at 12:03 a.m., police received a call that 
a home invasion was happening at their residence. The 
caller was hiding in the basement. A male party came 
into the home, brandishing a knife while demanding 
money. He then stole one of the victim’s cell phones. 
He was tracked down by the same cell phone and 
Khair Abdul Raheem, 31, of Springfield, was arrested 
for home invasion, armed robbery and three counts of 
assault to rob while armed. 

On Aug. 5, at 3:05 a.m., an officer observed two 
men stealing used cooking oil from a restaurant off 
Boston Road. Isaac Then, 23, and Ronald Gutierrez, 
25, both of Yonkers, New York, were charged with re- 
ceiving stolen property. 

On Aug. 6, at 10:48 a.m., Michael Calvente 36, of 
Springfield, was charged with numerous larceny of- 
fenses for stealing catalytic converters. Many of the 
area local police departments were involved with this 
investigation. 

On Aug. 9, at 4:10 a.m., police responded to 
Frankie B’s for two women fighting in the parking lot. 
Shawntiana Crawford, 30, of Springfield, was arrest- 
ed for O.U.I liquor, strangulation, assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon and negligent operation. 

On Aug. 9, at 12:15 a.m., a police officer found 
Joseph Koslik II, 38, of Springfield, in a bank parking 
lot off Boston Road. After a short investigation Koslik 
was arrested for OUI liquor and negligent operation. 

On Aug. 12, at 1:20 p.m., officers responded to 
Home Depot where they took custody and arrested 
German Rivas-Boneta, 47, of Springfield, for shoplift- 
ing power tools. 

On Aug. 16, at 1:25 p.m., officers responded to 
Home Depot where a man had shoplifted and was 
driving a stolen car. Wilbraham Police surrounded the 
car and took Joan Terrero-Feliz, 31, of Springfield, 
into custody. He was charged with shoplifting and 
driving a stolen car. 

On Aug. 20, at 9:55 p.m., Wilbraham Police 
stopped a car for a marked lanes violation. Further in- 
vestigation led to the arrest 
of Diana Doyle, 53, of Wil- 
braham, for O.U.I liquor 
and negligent operation. 
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Knights of Columbus 
will hold a virtual 
scholarship 5K 


WILBRAHAM - The 4th annual Knights of Co- 
lumbus Scholarship 5K is virtual this year. This com- 
munity-based event began in 2005 as the Peach Fes- 
tival Road Race and provides the sole funding for the 
Knights’ college scholarship program. This spring the 
group awarded college scholarships to Julia O’ Keefe 
and Peter Mentekidis, who have added so much to our 
community through their high school years. 

The Knights invite everyone to run or walk 5K be- 
tween Saturday Sept. 19, and Saturday, Sept. 26. Five 
kilometers is 3.1 miles, which is about 12.5 times 
around a regular track or about 6,500 steps. Partic- 
ipants can post their times if they want, and will be 
supporting a great cause however they want to mea- 
sure it. 

All participants will receive a gift certificate for 
one free ice cream at Rice’s Fruit Farm in Wilbraham. 
All participants will be entered into a raffle for gift 
cards to local running stores. 

Register or Donate online at https://runsignup. 
com/Race/MA/Wilbraham/KnightsofColumbus- 
ScholarshipSk. 

More information on the race and scholarship ap- 
plications at can be found at the Knights’ Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/Knights5 KRun/. 


New dates 
for ‘Steel Magnolias’ 


HAMPDEN - The Theatre Guild of Hampden’s 
performances of “Steel Magnolias” in Fountain Park 
will be restricted to 40 people each night. People 
must reserve seats in order to be able to attend, which 
can be done online at theatreguildofhampden.org, 
with a reservation sign-up form that must be filled 
out. 

Unfortunately, due to the now EEE virus in Wil- 
braham, the Guild had to postpone the production 
until September. The new dates are Sunday, Sept. 20, 
Saturday, Sept. 26, and Sunday, Sept. 27. 

All shows will be matinees at 3 p.m. 





Classes Start 










Classes for Toddler 
through Adult 


Classical Ballet, 
Jazz, Tap, 
Musical Theater Dance, 
Modern/Contemporary, 
Pre-dance, 
Ballet Fairy Tales, 
Combo Classes, 
Street Hip-Hop, 
Break Dance and Funk, 
Competition & 
Performance Team 
Free Toddler Class 


Family and Multi-class Discount 
I hour classes, 90 minute recitals 
Professional Adult Instructors 


35 Post Office Park 
Wilbraham 


596-0121 


www.thedancestudio.co 


Sept. 14th! 


registration every 


e Small groups for 


¢ UV sanitizing lights 


We Offer 
Birthday Parties 
& Studio Rentals 


REGISTER 
NOW FOR 


FALL CLASSES! 


In person 


Thursday 5-7pm 


We are taking 
all precautions 
for the safety of 

our dancers 
& staff! 


social distancing 


e Temperature 
checking 


¢e Hand sanitizer 
available for all 
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HOME MOVIE/ 
VIDEO\ TRANSFER-SALE 


We Still 
e Develop Film e Print From Negatives 
e Print,From Digital Photos 
e Restore Photos e Passport Photos EMAIL 
e Custom Frame And Sell Film 


Plan Ahead for Holiday Gifts! 
Home Movie/Video Transfer Sale 


10% OFF 
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Library offers virtual 
program on New 
England writers, artists 


WILBRAHAM - On Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 6 p.m., 
Wilbraham Public Library will offer a virtual presen- 
“Writers and Artists of New England; Historic 


tation, 
Landmarks.” 


Drawing on their book, “Historic New England: A 
Tour of the Region’s Top 100 Historic Landmarks,” 
thors Patricia Harris and David Lyon will discuss and 
show photos of a dozen New England sites associated 
with some our most beloved authors and artists. From 
Daniel Chester French’s Chesterwood to the Winslow 
Homer studio on Prouts Neck. The library invites resi- 
dents to join them to learn about some great places to 


Courtesy photo 
Particia Harris and David Lyon will host a virtual 
presentation, “Writers and Artists of New England; 
Historic Landmarks.” on Sept. 29, courtesy of the 
Wilbraham Public Library. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Storm damage closes 
Sawmill Pond 
Conservation Area 


WILBRAHAM - For safety purposes the Wilbra- 
ham Conservation Commission is closing the Sawmill 
Pond Conservation Area until further notice due to the 
extensive storm damage. There are a number of very 
large trees blocking or overhanging the trail system. 
The property will be closed to all recreational activ- 
ities including hiking, biking and fishing. The trails 
and surrounding forest will be inaccessible and should 
not be used at any time until the clean-up is complete. 
Please be cautious on all of the Conservation areas 
since this latest storm caused tree damage through- 
out the entire town. Anyone with questions may call 
Melissa Graves in the Conservation office at 413-596- 
2800, ext. 204. 


19th Amendment 


display through Sept. 23 


WILBRAHAM - The Mercy Warren Chapter of 
the National Society Daughters of the American Rev- 
olution has a display about the 19th Amendment in 
Wilbraham Town Hall. The student posters are from a 


contest the chapter held earlier this year. 


16 to 23. 


au- 


visit that may even be within a day’s drive. 

To register for this online event, please call the library 
at 413-596-6141 or go to the website at www. wilbraham- 
library.org. Registration is necessary to attend; partici- 
pants will receive a link to the virtual program. 


The display will be there until the week of Sept 


After Sept. 28, the chapter plans to replace that 
display with another one honoring Constitution Week. 
Constitution Week is celebrated every year since Pres- 
ident Eisenhower signed it into law in 1956. 

DAR is a patriotic society whose members can 
trace their ancestry back to a patriot in the American 
Revolutionary War. The three objectives of DAR are 
historic preservation, patriotic endeavor and promo- 
tion of education. 
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Hampden seeking to fill town board vacancies 


HAMPDEN — The town of 
Hampden has several openings on 
boards and commissions and resi- 
dents are encouraged to send a letter 
of interest if there is a position they 
are interested in and for which they 
believe they are suited. 

The Planning Board has an 
opening for a new member, with 
members serving a five-year term. 
They meet every second and fourth 
Wednesday of the month and are 
responsible for overseeing plans for 
land use, working closely with the 
Building Inspector/Zoning Enforce- 
ment officer, as well as oth- 
er town departments and 
committees. The board 
reviews the resources and 
needs of the town, with 
a focus on conditions af- 
fecting public welfare and 
safety, related to land use 
and development. Any 
Hampden resident inter- 
ested in serving on the 
board should send a letter 
of interest to the Hampden 
Planning Board, 625 Main 
St., Hampden MA 01036 
or email them at plan- 
ning @hampdenma. gov. 

The town is seeking a 
new member for the Water 
Commission. The com- 
mission oversees a public 
water supply serving res- 
idents around Cross Road 
and Scantic Road. There 
was an issue of contami- 
nation years ago, and the 
town provides clean water 


to those homes affected. The com- 
mission meets on the first Tuesday 
of the month at 10 a.m. to approve 
payment of invoices and discuss any 
issues. The town employs a certi- 
fied water operator who oversees 
the pump house, takes meter read- 
ings, responds to any service prob- 
lems, conducts water sampling and 
attends monthly meetings. If inter- 
ested in serving on this commission 
please send a letter to the Board 
of Health at 625 Main St., Hamp- 
den MA 01036 or send an email to 
health @hampdenma. gov. 


The Goddess 
Boutique 


REKHA SHAH 
401-601-6348 © 413-279-1723 


Brow 


Eyebrow Threading 
Eyebrow Waxing 
Eyebrow Tinting 


The Council on Aging board 
currently has two openings for 
members under the age of 60. The 
Council on Aging board meets once 
per month and works as an advisory 
board with the executive director of 
the Senior Center to determine the 
needs of the older adult communi- 
ty and work towards creating pro- 
grams and services to meet those 
needs. Please call the Senior Center 
with questions or to fill out an ap- 
plication at 413-566-5588 or coa@ 
hampdenma. gov. 


Eyebrow 
Service 
ONLY *5 


WITH THIS COUPON! 


Full Face 

Lash Extensions Natural 
Lash Extensions Full 
Lash Touch-Up 

Henna Tattoo 


Walk-ins welcome, 
no appointment necessary 


Call 413-279-1723 or Text 401-601-6348 


for more information 


~ Visit us online at: tgbbthreading.com ~ 


THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS 





2341 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM, MA 


| Butter & Sugar 


_ SWEET CORN 
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McDiarmid family 
asks for support 
in virtual 5K 


The Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation 
1S sponsoring a virtual 5K walk/run on Sept. 19, in 
memory of Patricia Lynch McDiarmid. Please sup- 
port the McDiarmid Family Team, of Wilbraham, 
called ‘““What The Blazes,” with a walk/run or a do- 
nation or both. More information can be found online 
at themmrf.org/get-involved/mm-events/5 Kwalk-run, 
and click on Boston to learn more. 
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From Nearby Farms ~ Red Raspberries, 
Green Peppers, Eggplant, 
Yellow & Zucchini Squash, 

Hot Peppers, Heirloom Tomatoes 







FAVORITE FALL TRIO 
Hardy Mums 


8-inch pots 
~ In Fabulous Fall Colors ~ 
Perennial Asters 


Ornamental Kale °6°9 


ALL TREES & SHRUBS 


Of OFF Rose of Sharon, 
20% 





Hydrangea, 
Weigela & MORE 






FILL Your PLANTERS 
For FALL ry inch pots 
Colorful Annuals 





Calibrachoa, Pansies, Marigolds, 
Kale, Ornamental Grasses & MORE 
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WINNER OF READER RAVES 
2018 ~ 2019 ~ 2020 ~ siaedeiiel 
“Best Farm Stand” and 
“Best Homemade Ice Cream” 


Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream 


Hand Packed Pints & Half Gallons 
Available in the Main Store 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM 
Find us on and Yougjiil) 
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UMass freezes in-state undergraduate 
and graduate student tuition 


BOSTON — Responding to the 
financial hardships that many Mas- 
sachusetts families are facing, the 
University of Massachusetts Board 
of Trustees voted today to freeze 
tuition rates for in-state undergrad- 
uate and graduate students for the 
2020-21 academic year. 

Across the Amherst, Boston, 
Dartmouth and Lowell campuses, 
tuition will average $14,722 for the 
nearly 48,000 in-state undergradu- 
ate students before financial aid is 
provided. This keeps UMass man- 
datory charges nearly $1,000 lower 
than the average for New England 
public research universities. 

Students will continue to re- 
ceive nearly $1 billion in federal, 
state, private, and university-fund- 
ed financial aid in FY21. Univer- 
sity-funded financial aid, primarily 
scholarships and grants, has been 
increased by $99 million or 38 per- 
cent over the last five years with 94 
percent going to Massachusetts res- 
idents. 

Tuition for the 9,500 graduate 
students will continue to range from 
$14,590 to $18,433 at the four cam- 
puses. The board set tuition rates for 
UMass Medical School at its April 
meeting. 
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WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


( a 


“Even as UMass, like higher ed- 
ucation institutions across the coun- 
try, faces significant budget cuts 
due to pandemic-related financial 
challenges, we need to do all that 
we can to keep a high quality UMa- 
ss education within financial reach 
of Massachusetts students,’ UMass 
Board of Trustees Chairman Rob 
Manning said. “I commend Presi- 
dent Meehan, the campus chancel- 
lors and their teams for making this 
possible through sound and innova- 
tive management.” 

“Holding the line on tuition is 
simply the right thing to do this 
year aS so many students and fam- 
ilies are facing stress and uncer- 
tainty created by an unprecedented 
national health emergency and eco- 
nomic downturn,” UMass President 
Marty Meehan said. “That means 
controlling student charges and 
supporting financial aid so our stu- 
dents are able to pursue their dream 
of earning a UMass degree.”’ 

In freezing tuition this year, the 
university is setting aside its recent 
practice of increasing tuition at the 
rate of inflation, foregoing $18.6 
million in revenue for the coming 
year. The loss of revenue is offset, 
in part, by ongoing efforts of the 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 9/30/20 T 


ALIGNMENT CHECK ! 


690°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 





Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


university to reduce administrative 
costs. For example, a procurement 
consolidation effort launched in 
January is projected to save $15 
million to $20 million by the end of 
this fiscal year and an ongoing “ef- 
ficiency and effectiveness” program 
started in 2013 has saved $124 mil- 
lion. 

UMass trustees today also ap- 
proved a $3.3 billion operating bud- 
get that is $171 million less than 
last year’s budget. 

President Meehan said the bud- 
get, which funds university opera- 
tions for the fiscal year that began 
on July 1, “is in balance at a time 
when many other colleges and 
universities, public and_ private, 
find themselves in great financial 
jeopardy. This required the univer- 
sity leadership to make difficult 
choices, but we take these actions 
to preserve stability and meet the 
long-term needs of students. We are 
continuing to advocate for the high- 
est possible level of state funding 
and passage of the federal HEROES 
act, which could translate into $119 
million in emergency funding for 
UMass.” 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Chop with an ax 

4, Where a bachelor 
lives 

7. Indicates near 

10. Doctors’ group 

11. It’s just a number 

12. Type of bread 

13. Lively ballroom 
dance 

15. Charles S. Dutton 
TV series 

16. A way to use up 

19. Singular event 

21. Home of Disney 


World 
23. Minerals 
WA HSPECTION STANION NCLISIE9 24. Most insightful 
25. Consult 
5 Star Authorized 26. In addition 
Registered State 


30. Organizations 


35. Bar bill 
36. Alfalfa 


N 
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ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 
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41. Dish soap 

45. Witnesses 

46. Ancient Greek City 

47. Newspaper 
bigwigs 

50. Discuss again 

54. Small group with 
shared interests 

55. Support 

56. Popular sportcoat 
fabric 

5/. Take hold of 

59. Pre-Mayan 
civilization 

60. Woman (French) 

61. Wheeled vehicle 

62. Georgia rockers 

63. Cold War player 
(abbr.) 

64. Pitching stat 

2/. Agents of downfall 65. Attempt 


34. Supervises flying CLUES DOWN 
1. Czech monetary 
unit 
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EMT training classes 
at HCC begin Sept. 15 


HOLYOKE - Registration is now open for Emergency 
Medical Technician training for fall 2020 at Holyoke Com- 
munity College. 

HCC’s EMT Basic Course (EMT-B) begins Sept. 15 and 
runs through Dec. 17. The program consists of 170 hours 
of in-person and remote training for the state certification 
exam. Approved by the Massachusetts Office of Emergency 
Medical Services, the course covers all aspects of emergen- 
cy care including patient handling, extrication, communica- 
tion, working with law enforcement, legal issues, ethics in 
emergency medicine, use of medical equipment, safe and 
sane transportation and much more. 

Classes will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays fom 
6-10 p.m. and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. About 40 
hours of in-person sessions will be held at HCC’s Center for 
Health Education & Simulation, 404 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke, 
and make extensive use of the facility’s medical simulation 
labs. 

For more information or to register, contact Valentyna 
Semyrog at (413) 552-2123 / vsemyrog @hcc.edu or go on- 
line at www.hcc.edu/become-an-emt. 


HCC graduates were 
recognized on Aug. 20 


HOLYOKE -— Holyoke Community College is proud to 
recognize the students listed below who have completed 
their graduation requirements for the 2019-2020 academic 
year. 

HCC celebrated the Class of 2020 during a virtual cere- 
mony on Aug. 20, and will do so again, more formally and 
in person, at its 75th anniversary Commencement on June 5, 
2021, at the MassMutual Center in Springfield. 

Among the graduates are Brittany Brideau, Michael Nor- 
man Cammilleri, Joseph Robert Janczulewicz, Ryan Joshua 
Krstyen and George A. Poulopoulos Jr., all of Hampden. 

Additional graduates are Derek John Chandonnet, Mi- 
chael Cheng, Jared Richard Cunningham, Ashley Adele 
Degray, Nicholas Joseph DeVine, Analysa Yvonne Haupt, 
Daniel Kalucki, Mariah Leigh Kauffman, Andrew Jay Men- 
tzer, Carley Marie Murphy, Nicholas Bryan Szwarckop and 
Matthew John Wilkinson, all of Wilbraham. 
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2. Arousing intense 
feeling 

3. Elks 

4. Muscular 
weaknesses 

5. Before the present 

6. Figures out 

7. Infinite 

8. A low wall 

9. Silly 

13. Political 
organization 

14. Used of a number 
or amount not 
specified 

17. Divisions of the 
psyche 

18. Denial 

20. Ancient Iranian 
person 

22. Count on 

2/. Popular sports 
league 

28. Water (French) 

29. Partner to cheese 


31.When you hope 
to get there 

32. Angry 

33. One point east of 
due south 

37. Respects 

38. Organize anew 

39. French wine 
grape 

AO. Intrinsic nature of 
something 

41. Neural structures 

42. Brews 

43. Where ships take 
on cargo 

44. Holiday season 
singer 

47. Shock treatment 

48. Popular average 

49. Products 

51.A type of bear 

52. Utilize 

53. Old world, new 

58. Swiss river 
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STCC prepares to deliver ‘exceptional’ online learning experience 


SPRINGFIELD — When stu- 
dents log in virtually on the first 
day of the new fall semester, 
they will begin an online learn- 
ing experience that Springfield 
Technical Community College 
educators have been fine tuning 
all summer. 

STCC started planning the 
conversion to online learning 
in April, about a month after 
the college moved away from 
face-to-face learning due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. With the 
early start in planning, STCC 
is poised to deliver an online 
learning experience that is equal 
in quality to the face-to-face ex- 
perience, said Geraldine de Ber- 
ly, vice president of Academic 
Affairs at STCC. Fall semester 
classes begin Sept. 8. 

“Our adjunct and full-time 
faculty have been training all 
summer to prepare for the new 
school year,’ de Berly said. “I’m 
thrilled with the progress they 
made. Students this fall will 
receive an exceptional online 
learning experience. STCC has 
made a substantial investment 
to ensure high quality courses 
across all academic disciplines.” 

Half a million dollars invest- 
ment 

The college spent nearly 
$500,000 for 100 full-time and 
76 adjunct faculty to devel- 
op 416 online classes and labs 
scheduled this summer and fall. 
Faculty trained through an on- 
line development program at 
STCC. 

While it is the only technical 
community college in Massa- 
chusetts and prepares students to 
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enter the workforce upon grad- 
uation, STCC also offers an op- 
portunity for students to obtain a 
degree in liberal arts and transfer 
to a four-year college or uni- 
versity. Given the affordability 
and value of a STCC education, 
students who might have eyed a 
four-year experience are giving 
the community college a second 
look this fall, said Richard Gre- 
co, dean of Liberal Arts and Pro- 
fessional Studies. 

“We spent this year close to 
a half-million dollars on train- 
ing and development to ensure 
we are offering the best cours- 
es possible,’ Greco said. “Why 
send your child to a college 
where they are going to be living 
in a one-bedroom dorm, taking 
classes online for $50,000 a year 
when you can come to STCC 
and spend $2,700 for a semester 
to get a high quality education 
that we spent a long time prepar- 
ing for?” 

STCC will offer online class- 
es with a mix of low-density on 
campus labs for health, science 
and technical programs. The col- 
lege will continue to restrict ac- 
cess during the fall semester and 
will require students and faculty 
to follow strict safety protocol 
when they are on campus. 

In an update to the STCC 
Board of Trustees, President 
John B. Cook said more than 
80%of the credits at STCC will 
be offered online this fall. Pri- 
or to the pandemic, about 12 to 
14% were offered online. 

“That’s an incredible and 


stunning change in a matter of 
months,’ Cook told the board. 
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“Tt allows us to still be viable.” 

Flexibility and quality 

Mary Wiseman and Kyle 
Kraus, instructional designers 
at STCC, worked one-on-one 
with faculty to help them devel- 
op their online classes. Faculty 
will be using a number of dig- 
ital tools including Zoom con- 
ferencing. STCC uses an online 
learning management tool called 
Blackboard to access course re- 
sources which include video, 
audio, PowerPoint slide presen- 
tations, graphics and more. 

Wiseman is a big advocate of 
online learning, having studied 
the method for over 26 years. 
She highlights advantages to the 
approach, which include greater 
flexibility. Students who are jug- 
gling a busy schedule can access 
materials online 24/7 and com- 
plete the academic work at their 
own pace. 

“An online experience is a 
very thoughtful, planned, un- 
folding of a course in the virtual 
space,” Wiseman said. “There’s 
a lot you can do online. It’s very 
exciting. When you take away 
the fact that somebody has to be 
at a particular place at a particu- 
lar time, you take away a lot of 
constraints.” 

Wiseman said online courses 
are as rigorous as face-to-face 
courses. 

“T’ve been studying online 
for 26 years so I think it’s a re- 
ally good way to continue your 
education and keep investing 
in yourself. You will never go 
wrong investing in your own ed- 
ucation and your own self,” she 
said. 
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In addition to online courses, 
STCC will offer support services 
online, including advising ser- 
vices, library and student orien- 
tations. STCC, a Hispanic serv- 
ing institution, is able to provide 
some students with Chromebook 
laptop computers and WiFi 
hotspots. The college will offer 
support to students who need 
help with the online experience. 

Faculty excited by teaching 
online 

STCC faculty say their 
preparation over the summer has 
them feeling confident about the 
new semester. 

Jennifer DeForge, professor 
of Architectural and Building 
Technology, said students who 
are used to the “hands-on” ap- 
proach at STCC will not be dis- 
appointed. 

“Topics in Architecture and 
Building Technology classes 
are very hands-on, but we have 
created a unique and inventive 
way to bring this to a distance 
format,’ DeForge said. “For me, 
building technology will benefit 
greatly from learning online, as 
our construction and businesses 
are already using virtual plat- 
forms to create integrated team 
design, planning and building for 
large construction projects, and 
can be used for the residential 
sector. So, learning online right 
now is a great way to introduce 
these concepts that our students 
will be using in real life.” 

Frances Riddle, a professor 
of art, said the pandemic disrup- 
tion in March was not easy for 
faculty or students. But she is 
looking forward to applying the 
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exhaustive training she obtained 
over the summer to the virtual 
classroom.” 

“In the spring, everybody 
was doing emergency remote 
teaching, and that’s not what 
we re going to be doing in the 
fall,’ Riddle said. “In the fall we 
are planning, and we are educat- 
ing ourselves on how to teach 
quality, rigorous, engaging on- 
line classes. 

“T am personally intrigued 
and excited about it,’ Riddle 
added. “It’s exciting to see what 
we can do with a hands on-class, 
like a studio class, where stu- 
dents are making art, and pro- 
fessors are guiding them through 
that process in an online class.” 

Interested in applying to 
STCC? Visit stcc.edu/apply or 
call Admissions at 413-755- 
3533. 

Founded in 1967 and located 
on 35 acres of the Springfield 
Armory National Historic Site, 
STCC is a major resource for 
the economic vitality of West- 
ern Massachusetts. As the only 
technical community college in 
Massachusetts, STCC offers a 
variety of career programs. ST- 
CC’s highly regarded transfer 
programs in business, advanced 
manufacturing, healthcare, lib- 
eral arts, and STEM fields con- 
tinue to provide very affordable 
options for students pursuing a 
four-year degree. With an annual 
enrollment of about 7,000 day, 
evening, weekend, and online 
students, STCC is a vibrant cam- 
pus rich in diversity. 

For more information about 
STCC, visit www.stcc.edu. 
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We're all in this together 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


We are a nation adrift. Even before the pan- 
demic and George Floyd’s death, the U.S. was 
piling on problems with little sense that we had 
either the leadership or the political will to ad- 
dress them. The coronavirus and Black Lives 
Matter protests have amplified those challeng- 
es, throwing older ones into stark relief and 
adding new ones. 

I am as convinced as ever that this country 
has the strength and ingenuity to find its way 
out. I don’t know about you, but I see rising 
out of the multiple crises besetting us a bed- 
rock recognition that there is much work to do, 
which requires a new willingness to overcome 
the inertia of recent years. 

Not that this will be easy: the scale of our 
problems is too immense to resolve them out- 
right. The stark inequities in economic oppor- 
tunity, policing, and criminal justice that have 
sparked ongoing protests are too deep-seated 
for quick fixes—though, hearteningly, there 
seems to be a widespread conviction among 
ordinary Americans that change is due. The 
economy in recent years has done just fine for 
a relatively small group of people at the top but 


has left too many Americans fearing that they 
won't be able to fend for themselves or their 
families. These differences are even more glar- 
ing now: the pandemic is eviscerating small 
businesses and upending the lives of millions 
as larger companies and well-connected en- 
trepreneurs position themselves to thrive. Dig- 
ging out will be the work of years. 

We face other immense issues that have 
been allowed to drift. People who are chron- 
ically sick today have their lives upended and 
often wind up in debt, yet much as we talk about 
health care being a human right, we don’t act 
that way. Many Americans worry that immi- 
grants are taking jobs and reshaping the lives 
they know, yet our political system has been 
unable to move beyond either “fence them out” 
or “welcome them” to reckon with how we ad- 
just creatively and humanely to demographic 
change. Our tax code is riddled with loopholes 
created for and exploited by people of higher 
income, yet those with the power to change it 
have refused to do so. We face an ever-rising 
national debt, with no political will to address 
it. We’re involved in countless conflicts over- 
seas, with no strategic clarity or concerted ef- 
fort to ask why and for what purpose. 

So, what do we do? Obviously, there are 


specific policies we could pursue, on eco- 
nomic opportunity, for instance, some form of 
universal basic income or at least a rise in the 
federal minimum wage, which hasn’t budged 
from $7.25 an hour since 2009, would at least 
help workers save a little and reduce anxiety in 
times of uncertainty. But overall, how we set 
about fixing ourselves matters as much as the 
specifics of what we do. 

For one thing, most of these problems can’t 
really be solved, only managed. Because of 
their scope and complexity, there’s no single 
remedy. There are multiple things that need 
to be done, and the vital thing is to get started 
doing them and not be hamstrung by partisan 
differences. 

Secondly, we are long past the point where 
one sector can afford to sit things out. We need 
government, the private sector, and nonprofits 
to work together. The old saws that solutions 
lie chiefly with government or that government 
is useless long ago lost their relevance. When 
you're dealing with problems of this magni- 
tude, the answers lie with both the public and 
private sectors, and they need to focus together 
on the common good. Our federal system al- 
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Tomato 
preservation 
at its finest 


I have been harvesting tomatoes 
as needed for the last three or four 
weeks. [ll run out to the garden 
when I want to make an omelet or 
add some to my dinnertime salad. 
Typically, Pll do a big harvest just 
once a week and go crazy preserv- 
ing them in whatever way I feel in- 
clined to. This 
past week I re- 
alized that once 
a week was not 
enough to keep 
up. This is a 
good problem 
to have, right? 
Here are some 
of my _ favor- 
ite methods of 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


preserving an | RobertaMcQuaid 
abundance . of Columnist 
tomatoes. 





For many years I froze toma- 
toes whole and it worked out great. 
If you’ve never tried it, simply hull 
the fruits, put them on a cookie 
sheet until they have frozen, then 
place them in freezer bags. During 
the offseason you can take out as 
many as you need for use in juice, 
stews or even salsas and sauces. 
Once the tomatoes thaw, the skin 
slips off fairly easily. It 1s easy to 
do this, for sure, but if your freezer 
space is premium, you may want 
to split the harvest by trying your 
hand at canning. 

First, can the juice. Simply hull 
the fruit first, then whip it up in a 
high powered blender to liquefy it. 
Pour it into clean quart-sized jars, 
fitted with a new lid and a band. 
Place the jars into a pre-warmed 
water bath canner and process for 
45 minutes of boiling time. Make 
sure that the water covers the jars 
by an inch or two. This winter you 
can either drink the juice or boil it 
down further for use in sauce. 

We also can cut tomatoes. First, 
scald the tomatoes in boiling water 
until the skins crack a bit. Remove 
them from the water and allow to 
cool. Once they do, the skin slip off 
rather easily. Cut them to fill the 
canning jar, and then press down 


Please see GARDEN, page 7 
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Can I hide my Social Security in a 
tax-advantaged account? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnists 


Dear Rusty: I will be 62 years 
of age at the end of this year. Can 
I start drawing my Social Securi- 
ty at age 62 and have it directly 
deposited into my IRA (arm’s 
length), not spend it and contin- 
ue to work without affecting my 
tax position? I will defer actually 
using it until a later date Signed: 
Curious Investor 

Dear Curious Investor: Re- 
gardless of where you have your 
Social Security benefits deposit- 
ed, if you continue to work after 
claiming early benefits, you'll be 
subject to Social Security’s earn- 
ings test. The earnings test ap- 
plies to anyone who collects ben- 
efits before they reach their full 
retirement age, which for you 1s 
66 years and 8 months. 

It doesn’t matter if you spend 
your benefits, save them, or in- 
vest them; you'll still be subject 


to Social Security’s earnings lim- 
it. And, since IRS rules say that 
only earned income (which ex- 
cludes Social Security benefits) 
can be deposited into an individ- 
ual retirement account, it is not 
possible for you to direct-deposit 
your Social Security benefits into 
an IRA. In any case, even if you 
otherwise save your benefits for 
later use; you will still be subject 
to Social Security’s earnings lim- 
it. For 2020 the annual earnings 
limit is $18,240 (the limit chang- 
es annually) and if that 1s exceed- 
ed, Social Security will take back 
benefits equal to $1 for every $2 
you are over the limit. The earn- 
ings limit goes up by about 2.5 
times in the year you reach your 
full retirement age (FRA) and 
goes away once your FRA is at- 
tained. 

Social Security gets your 
earnings information from the 
IRS when you file your income 
taxes, and you cannot avoid the 


earnings test by having the mon- 
ey deposited for later use. The 
earnings test will still apply, and 
they will take back some of your 
benefits if you exceed the limit. 
For information, by “take back” 
benefits, I mean they will notify 
you that they have overpaid you 
(due to your earnings from work- 
ing) and will give you the option 
of either paying them back in 
full with a lump sum payment, 
or they will withhold your future 
benefits until they recover what 
you owe because you exceeded 
the earnings limit. 

As for your “tax position” on 
your benefits, that will depend 
upon your combined income 
from all other sources (invest- 
ments, interest, pensions, earn- 
ings, etc.), plus 50% of the ben- 
efits you received during the tax 
year, plus any non-taxable inter- 
est you may have (combined this 
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on the fruit in the jar with a wooden spoon to remove 
any air. Wipe the rim clean and then outfit the jar with 
a lid and band and set in the water bath for the same 45 
minutes of boiling time. Once removed from the water 
the jars will cool and you will hear the pop of the seals; a 
symphony when you are doing many jars at a time. 

Tomatoes can also be roasted. Place quartered toma- 
toes along with onions, peppers and garlic in the oven in 
a shallow roasting pan at 400 degrees, stirring every half 
hour, allowing the flavors to meld together. Once cooking 
is complete and most of moisture has evaporated, place 
the tasty mixture in plastic bags laid flat in the freezer. 
They can be easily stacked and stored, then used as a top- 
ping for pasta or pizza crust. Yum! 

Many years ago I sun-dried tomatoes in the hot green- 
house at Old Sturbridge Village. I had plastic racks left 
from a dehydrator that never worked quite right. On these 
racks I placed cut up cherry tomatoes and let them “bake” 
on the shelves for two or three days in the heat. I stored 
these little bursts of flavor in a bag in the freezer so they 
wouldn’t mold, simply taking out what I needed for pizza 
toppings etc. 

Maybe this column will be the inspiration to help you 
tackle your own tomato harvest. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 
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is known as your Modified Adjusted Gross Income, or 
“MAGI’). If you file your income taxes as a single and 
your MAGI is more than $25,000 (or if you file “mar- 
ried-jointly and your MAGI is more than $32,000) then 
50% of your benefits will become part of your taxable 
income. And filing single with a MAGI of more than 
$34,000 (or $44,000 if married-filing jointly), up to 85% 
of your Social Security benefits will become part of your 
taxable income (by the IRS). Once again, it doesn’t mat- 
ter how you dispose of your benefit payments; they will 
still be taxable if you exceed the clip levels mentioned 
above, and you will still be subject to Social Security’s 
earnings test until you reach your full retirement age. 

This article is intended for information purposes only 
and does not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC Foun- 
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration or any other govern- 
mental entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 
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lows experimentation. Different approaches can be tried 
at local, regional, state, federal and non-government sec- 
tor levels. 

Finally, we all have to recognize our stake as Amer- 
icans in the problems that beset the country, not just the 
ones that concern us directly. Our society is ailing. We 
have the strength to rebuild, but not if we continue to 
withdraw to our little warring camps and lob insults at 
one another. Only if we make “we’re all in this together” 
more than just five empty words can we overcome the 
enmity, division and harmful drift of the last few years. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and Environ- 
mental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 
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behavior and academic achievement, and how your child can capitalize on 
their strengths and improve self-esteem. 


www.successful-learner.com 
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State launches 
“My Local MA” 
campaign to drive 
economic activity 


STATE — Governor Charlie Baker and Lt. Gover- 
nor Karyn Polito announced the launch of an effort to 
encourage residents of the state to support their local 
economies by shopping at local Massachusetts busi- 
nesses and attractions, safely - in person, online and 
using curbside pickup or takeout. 

The Baker-Polito Administration’s “My Local 
MA” advertising campaign is kicking off this Friday 
in tandem with the Sales Tax-Free Weekend taking 
place Aug. 29 to 30, and was developed as a response 
to the economic impact the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on Massachusetts local businesses and commu- 
nities. 

The intent of the campaign is to showcase Mas- 
sachusetts’ vast array of businesses and attractions 
— from family owned-restaurants to artisan boutiques 
to museums - that are a critical part of the Common- 
wealth’s economy. From Stockbridge to Province- 
town, retailers and restaurants are open for business, 
utilizing safe practices and, in many cases, for online 
shopping, curbside pickup or takeout and delivery. 

The campaign, running through December, will in- 
clude print, broadcast, billboard and digital ads, along 
with social media. The website, FindMyLocalMA. 
com, will feature resources for consumers and more 
information on the campaign. 

Supporting beloved local businesses also means 
acting responsibly. “Masking up” and practicing so- 
cial distancing will be emphasized throughout the 
campaign to protect our quality of life and ensure that 
businesses can safely serve customers. 

The commonwealth’s small business community 
plays a vital role in the composition of the Massachu- 
setts economy. According to the US Small Business 
Administration in their 2019 Small Business Profile, 
small businesses in Massachusetts employ approx- 
imately 1.5 million workers, accounting for approx- 
imately 45% of the state’s total workforce. Through 
“My Local MA,’ residents are encouraged to protect 
and preserve those elements that make Massachusetts 
unique. 

This year’s Sales-Tax Free Weekend will take 
place on Saturday, Aug. 29, and Sunday, Aug. 30. In 
2018, Governor Baker signed legislation that makes 
the annual sales tax holiday permanent. For more in- 
formation about this year’s annual sales tax holiday, 
please review these frequently asked questions. 

For information, visit FindMyLocalMA.com. 
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SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 
Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 
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FIRE from page 1 


town chooses, and phase three would provide required 
bid plans and specifications to successfully put the 
chosen option out to bid. Phase two and three have 
not been funded at this time. 

The report states that the station is in overall good 
structural condition but there are spatial issues as well 
as Safety and health concerns for those working in the 
building. 

“We have concluded that any substantial invest- 
ment into this facility is not warranted unless cor- 
rections to the deficiencies identified within the 
Conditions Report are addressed as part of the future 
solution for the Hampden Fire Station. As such, any 
options presented that do not correct these significant 
deficiencies are not in the best interest of the town and 
do not provide critical life, safety, health and welfare 
benefits to the volunteers that work this Fire Station,” 
the report states. Expanding the space is not feasible, 
according to the report about the station, part of which 
dates back to 1963 and seen two additions afterward. 

It said there is not enough room to store the de- 
partment’s equipment, which has led to narrow aisles 
making it potentially unsafe for firefighters’ to enter, 
exit and move about the station. Other concerns in- 
clude walter infiltration of the exterior walls, cracking 
and spalling bricks in those walls, an inadequate elec- 
trical service, a non-potable water supply and multi- 
ple mechanical system code violations. 

The reports goes over a wide variety of possible 
options from renovating the space but not adding on 
to it to a new station with a place for firefighters to 
sleep. 

The costs run anywhere between $174,700 to 
$4.66 million for a range of fixing certain priority 
items to adding a new building. 

One of the more critical aspects is protecting fire- 
fighters from carcinogens while they are fighting fires 
and when they are back at the station, and their gear 
must be well-cleaned, according to the report. 

There need to be a hot zone and cold zone con- 
tainment of the gear and equipment that is considered 
“hot” and needs to be cleaned, which needs to be sep- 
arate from the “cold” zone or safe area for firefighters 
so they are not exposed to carcinogens throughout the 
facility. 
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Photos by Dave Miles 


Alexa was one of 
YMCA’s Learning 





Jennifer Curtis, Paula Dubard, Sherne Demetrius and Jered Sasen, of the Wilbraham Senior Center, get ready 
for senior citizens lunch pick-up. 
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The Class of Summer 2020 at the YMCA’s Learning Center. 
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Community Bulletin Board 


Send us in 
your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
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We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
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Parents, siblings and 
students process to 


the recent graduates of the the YMCA’s Learning 
Center. Center graduation. 
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Photos by Dave Miles 


Yvette, turning 100, was feted with a car parade as has become the normal way to 
celebrate birthdays these days. 





Hours: Mon. Ehiess 725.8 Pr. 8 ¢ Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 


85 Post Office Park e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 
Suite 8503 e Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 e¢ Implant Restorations 
Le 413-596-3881 e CareCredit - A convenient monthly payment plan 


Ei www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com e Most insurance plans accepted 
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Warm, humid weather ramps up mosquito population and EEE threat 


Mosquito season is usually 
associated with the hotter sum- 
mer months, but it actually be- 
gins much earlier and extends 
well into autumn. 

If you’ve been outside re- 
cently you may have noticed 
that mosquitoes are out in full 
force. Some mosquitoes car- 
ry germs that can make people 
and some animals sick. While 
some mosquito bites will only 
itch, others can carry potentially 
dangerous illnesses. In Massa- 
chusetts, the diseases linked to 
mosquitoes are West Nile virus 
(WNV) and Eastern Equine En- 
cephalitis (EEE) virus. 

As the threat of EEE rises 
in Massachusetts, including a 
recent case in Wilbraham, the 
community needs to take pre- 
cautions when outdoors. 

“The best way to prevent ill- 
nesses from mosquito bites is to 
protect yourself and your fami- 
ly from bites,’ said Dr. Robert 
Spence, chief of Emergency 
Medicine for Baystate Wing 
Hospital and Baystate Mary 
Lane Outpatient Center. 

As of August 15", the sec- 
ond confirmed human case of 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis of 
the season has been detected 
in Massachusetts. A woman in 
her 60s from Hampden County 
in the western part of the state 
tested positive on Saturday, ac- 
cording to the Massachusetts 


Department of Public Health 
(DPH). As a result, the risk level 
for EEE in Wilbraham has been 
raised to critical and the risk 
level in Hampden and Monson 
has been raised to high. Other 
communities in the region have 
been raised to a moderate risk 
for the mosquito-borne illness, 
officials said. 

“It is possible that some peo- 
ple who become infected with 
mosquito borne viruses may 
not develop any symptoms or in 
some cases only flu-like symp- 
toms. The incubation period for 
the virus from the time of an 
infected mosquito bite to onset 
of illness ranges from four to 10 
days and the illness can last one 
to two weeks. There is no spe- 
cific treatment for EEE. Antibi- 
otics are not effective against vi- 
ruses, and no effective anti-viral 
drugs have been discovered for 
the treatment of EEE. Severe 
illnesses are treated by support- 
ive therapy, which may include 
hospitalization, respiratory sup- 
port, IV fluids and prevention of 
other infections,” said Dr. Spen- 
Ce. 

According to the Massa- 
chusetts Department of Public 
Health, there are over 3000 dif- 
ferent kinds, also called “spe- 
cies,” of mosquitoes identified 
worldwide, with more than 
150 different kinds of mosqui- 
toes found in North America. 


Fifty-one different kinds of 
mosquitoes have been found in 
Massachusetts. Mosquitoes are 
attracted to carbon dioxide, a 
gas that humans and other ani- 
mals breathe out and can follow 
a stream of carbon dioxide from 
as far as 50 feet away. 

Mosquitoes need stagnant 
water in order to lay their eggs 
and what most people don’t re- 
alize is the surprising number 
of areas around their own house 
where mosquitoes can find the 
stagnant water they need. All 
a female mosquito needs is a 
bottle cap of water to lay 100 to 
200 eggs, once the eggs are laid, 
they hatch into larvae within 24 
to 48 hours, so any temporary 
body of water that is present for 
more than a week can be a mos- 
quito breeding habitat. 

EEE is relatively rare in hu- 
mans, although there are occa- 
sional outbreaks in certain re- 
gions of the country. Fewer than 
100 people have died from EEE 
in Massachusetts in the past 75 
years, according to the Depart- 
ment of Public Health. In the 
United States, approximately 5 
to 10 EEE cases are reported an- 
nually. The risk of getting EEE 
is highest from late July through 
September when more mosqui- 
toes are present and active. 

West Nile virus (WNV) is 
a mosquito-carried virus most 
commonly spread to people 


through the bite of an infected 
mosquito. 

“The majority of people who 
are infected with WNV, some 
80% will have no symptoms. A 
smaller number of people who 
become infected, less than 20% 
will have symptoms such as fe- 
ver, headache, body aches, nau- 
sea, vomiting, and sometimes 
swollen lymph glands. Less 
than 1% of people infected with 
WNV will develop severe ill- 
ness, including encephalitis or 
meningitis. There is no specific 
treatment for WNV infections. 
People with mild WNV infec- 
tions usually recover on their 
own. People with severe WNV 
infections almost always require 
hospitalization,’ said Dr. Spen- 
Ge. 

He encourages community 
members to follow The Depart- 
ment of Public Health tips that 
will help people protect them- 
selves and their loved ones from 
illnesses caused by mosquitoes: 

Be Aware of Peak Mosqui- 
to Hours: The hours from dusk 
to dawn are peak biting times 
for many mosquitoes. Consider 
rescheduling outdoor activities 
that occur during evening or 
early morning. 

Apply Insect’ Repellent 
when Outdoors: Use a repel- 
lent with DEET (N, N-dieth- 
yl-m-toluamide), permethrin, 
picaridin (KBR 3023), oil of 


lemon eucalyptus [p-methane 
3, 8-diol (PMD)] or IR3535 ac- 
cording to the instructions on 
the product label. DEET prod- 
ucts should not be used on in- 
fants under two months of age 
and should be used in concen- 
trations of 30% or less on older 
children. Oil of lemon eucalyp- 
tus should not be used on chil- 
dren under three years of age. 

Clothing Can Help Reduce 
Mosquito Bites: Wearing long- 
sleeves, long pants and sock 
when outdoors will help keep 
mosquitoes away from your 
skin. 

Mosquito-Proof Your 
Home and Drain Standing 
Water: Mosquitoes lay their 
eggs in standing water. They 
can begin to multiply in any 
puddle or standing water that 
lasts for more than four days. 
If you have a bird bath in your 
yard, be sure to empty it daily 
and refill with fresh water. Re- 
move containers that may hold 
water in places that are hard to 
see such as under bushes, porch- 
es, decks, or stairs. 

Install or Repair Screens: 
Keep mosquitoes outside by 
having tightly fitting screens on 
all of your windows and doors. 

More information about 
different types of mosquitoes 
that can spread the virus can be 
found on the MDPH website at 
mass.gov/dph/wnv. 


Online Massachusetts Health Connector a 
coverage information and tips now availa 


BOSTON — The online application 
for health insurance coverage through 
the Massachusetts Health Connector and 
MassHealth is now available in Spanish. 

The website, www.MAhealthconnec- 
tor.org, now includes the full online ap- 
plication in Spanish, and information and 
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of its weekly papers. 


publications. 


apply for this position. 





Qualifications should include: 


Proficiency in Associated Press style 


content for a print publication 


and three writing samples to 


Turley®. 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, based in 
Palmer, is seeking an energetic person to join them as editor of two 


The successful candidate will have strong community 
journalism skills and have telling a community's stories in their 
DNA. They must also successfully execute an array of tasks 
including managing a staff writer, copy editing and guiding 
coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news and write 
stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 


lf you're a self-starter who enjoys community journalism, who 
in fact might consider it a calling, and who has a vision for growing 
and connecting with our valued readers, we encourage you to 


e —_ Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience 

e — Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 

e  OQwncamera and photography experience preferred 

e Editing experience and the ability to write clean copy in 
a fast-paced, deadline-driven environment 


e Management experience and/or experience managing 


Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good fit for 
our editor's position and send it along with a resume 


Managing Editor Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com. 


tips about the Health Connector are also 
now available in Spanish. The application 
determines coverage eligibility for both 
Health Connector and MassHealth pro- 
grams. 

“We are pleased to be able offer to 
Spanish-speaking residents access to 
our online materials and 
our application in Span- 
ish,’ said Louis Gutierrez, 
the executive director of 
the Massachusetts Health 
Connector. “People who 
are most comfortable read- 
ing Spanish can now com- 
plete an application, pick a 
Health Connector plan, and 
make an online payment 
using the Spanish-language 
webpages.” 





For people who want to use the Span- 
ish version of the website, a button on 
the top right corner of the website allows 
users to access the Spanish pages. Along 
with information about Health Connec- 
tor coverage, the website now offers the 
entire application in Spanish for people 
seeking Health Connector or MassHealth 
coverage. The website also includes 
Health Connector plan selection and pay- 
ment processes in Spanish. 

Many people who apply for Health 
Connector coverage are eligible for Con- 
nectorCare coverage. ConnectorCare in- 
cludes help paying for premiums, has low 
co-pays, and no deductibles. This ensures 
that lower-income residents have access to 
affordable health care. Additionally, a res- 
ident who lost coverage from work has 60 
days to apply for Health Connector cover- 
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We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 
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HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 263-3330 ext. 100 
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age if they would like insurance through 
the exchange. New applicants who quali- 
fy for ConnectorCare can enter coverage 
at any time during the year. People who 
qualify for MassHealth receive no-cost or 
low-cost coverage immediately. 

For people who need help with an 
application or have questions about their 
coverage, they can find a local Naviga- 
tor or Certified Application Councilor to 
help, and many organizations offer help 
in Spanish. Local assisters can be found 
on the Health Connector website. People 
with questions about MassHealth eligible 
or coverage can call 800-841-2900 (TTY: 
800-497-4648), and can request to speak 
with someone in Spanish. 

About the Massachusetts Health 
Connector 

The Massachusetts Health Connector 
is the Commonwealth’s 
health insurance exchange, 
and currently serves 
325,000 individuals and 
small-employer members 
with health and dental in- 
surance. Massachusetts 
residents who do not have 
health insurance from an 
employer or other entity 
can use the exchange to 
gain coverage. Through 
the ConnectorCare pro- 
gram, income-qualifying 
residents can access cover- 
age that includes low-cost 
premiums and_ co-pays, 
and no deductibles. Access 
to health coverage for in- 
dividuals and small busi- 
nesses can be found at the 
Health Connector’s web- 
site, MAhealthconnector. 
org. 
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Fall sports set to begin on Sept. 18 





Some schools still 
need to decide whether 
to participate 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - Fall sports are set 
to begin and soccer will be a part 
of the fall lineup as a modified 
season will be the first up with a 
number of modifications. 

What schools will participate 
in the fall season is still up in the 
air following an announcement 
by the Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association last 
week stating schools could begin 
practicing on Sept. 18. 

The COVID-19 Task Force 
made several recommendations 
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that were adopted by the MIAA 
Board of Directors. 

As of now, the fall season 
will run from Sept. 18 through 
Nov. 20. Soccer, gymnastics, 
cross country, field hockey, girls 
volleyball, and golf will all be 
able to practice and play games. 

During the fall season, foot- 
ball and cheerleading can prac- 
tice, but they cannot play or par- 
ticipation in contests. 

As of the current vote, the 
winter season in scheduled to 
take place from Nov. 30 to Feb. 
21. The winter season is current- 
ly scheduled to have basketball, 
even though it is a high-risk vote. 

The floating season, also be- 
ing labeled as “Fall Sports II” 
will take place from Feb. 22 to 
April 25. Unified basketball, 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


ys) @turleysports 


football, and cheerleading will 
be played. Schools that were not 
able to participate in certain fall 
sports during the first fall season 
will also be able to play during 
that time. 

The schools that could po- 
tentially participate in sports like 
soccer and field hockey during 
the floating season depend on 
which schools vote to keep stu- 
dents off the field during the first 
fall season. 

Schools that are doing full 
remote learning and hybrid mod- 
el learning where students are 
going to school only part of the 
time will have to vote on wheth- 
er students can play. It is not 
clear yet which schools are or 
not participate in Western Mass. 
sports this fall, and schedules for 
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games have yet to be established. 

A 22-0 vote of the MIAA 
Board of Directors approved the 
current version of the sports cal- 
endar. 

The Board of Directors also 
unanimously voted to attempt 
to create fall schedules that are 
league specific and keep travel to 
a minimum by scheduled games 
within close geographic regions. 
In Western Massachusetts, the 
Pioneer Valley Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference, the group 
that governs the leagues in the 
region, will be challenged with 
coming up with that schedule. 

One major fallback of the fall 
season is the elimination of the 
tournament. 

With the elimination of the 
tournament, there will unlike- 
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OT rules for field hockey top changes for 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION - With the return of 
fall sports, the MIAA Board of 
Directors have chosen to adopt 
changes to sports recommended 
by it’s COVID-19 Task Force 
committee and the Executive Of- 
fice of Energy and Environmen- 
tal Affairs (EEA). 

Field hockey will see a num- 
ber of big changes with the game 
somewhat resembling playoff 
overtimes and the elimination of 


a number of regular parts of the 
game. 

Field hockey will have no 
penalty corners and players are 
expected to observe the field 
yard full on any and all free hits. 
It’s already a rule, but will likely 
be more strictly enforced. 

But the biggest change is that 
all regular play will be 7-on- 
7. Those rules usually apply to 
overtime, and overtime in field 
hockey is only played during the 
playoffs. All other games end in 
ties. 


Other modifications to lim- 
it contact are the elimination 
of stick inspections during the 
pre-game as coaches will be re- 
sponsible for making sure that 
all sticks are legal for use in 
games. Officials would normally 
do a stick inspection prior to all 
games. 

Soccer is the other sport that 
will see some significant chang- 
es due to the amount of contact 
that can take place between play- 
ers. 


To begin, the games will 


be separated into four separate 
20-minute quarters. There will 
be two minutes in between quar- 
ters with the exception of half- 
time, which will be a 10-minute 
rest period like normal. But tim- 
eouts will be eliminated. 

Coaches will be limited to 
just three per bench. 

Players will not be allowed 
to head the ball, and the use of 
“walls” on a restart in play will 
not be allowed due to attempts to 
socially distance. 

Throw-ins will also be elim- 


Page 11 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 


ly be a final-sponsored MIAA 
Western Massachusetts soccer 
tournament, a big tradition in the 
region. 

The PVIAC is working on 
hosting its own tournament for 
the region before the new state- 
wide tournaments begin in fall 
2021, but the plans for that have 
been put on hold since the pan- 
demic. 

Another major caveat to the 
fall sports seasons is that if towns 
have spikes in coronavirus cases 
that lead to the community being 
labeled high-risk by the state, 
that school would have to cease 
play. This fall, teams that have to 
cease play can come back during 
the floating season, when hope- 
fully, play would be unrestricted 
because a vaccine is available. 





Preparing 
for a new 
fall 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Several teams got a taste of 
what the fall will look like as 
they participated in summer 
program held at South Hadley 
High School for seven weeks. 
Teams from several area 
communities, including South 
Hadley, Agawam, Holyoke, 
and Belchertown, participated 
in scrimmages that included 
7-on-7 play, a rule that will be 
part of the fall season due to 
the pandemic and the need to 
limit contact. Teams also played 
without penalty corners and 
other modifications. 


Sports 


inated and a kick-in will be uti- 
lized instead. Opposing players 
must be at least 10 yards away 
from the ball. 

Goal kicks and punts or 
throws back into play from goal- 
keepers will also be modified. 
The ball is not allowed to travel 
past midfield or the other team 
receives an indirect kick. 

Another major modification 
is made to penalty kicks. During 
regulation, if a team receives a 


Please see RULES, page 9 
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Modifieds finally 
returning to Thompson 


THOMPSON, Conn. — The high banks of Connecti- 
cut’s historic Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park 
were set to roar once again on Wednesday, Sept. 2. The 
Thompson 150 for the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
will be the 8Ist season opener at North America’s orig- 
inal asphalt speedway as it finally gets the 2020 season 
underway. 

The biggest names in Modified racing will converge 
on the 5/8-mile track for the Tour’s 147th visit to Thomp- 
son, including point leader Justin Bonsignore, six-time 
Champion Doug Coby, and former track champion 
Woody Pitkat. Add in a full card of racing for the track’s 
fives local divisions, and it will be an action-packed mid- 
week night after months of anticipation. 

A full field 1s expected for the Whelen Modified 
Tour’s sixth stop of the season. Already, the event has 
been given a jolt of star power in the form of Berlin, CT’s 
Ryan Preece. The NASCAR Cup Series competitor has 
announced he will return home for the Thompson 150 
driving the TS Haulers Team car owned by Ed and Con- 
nie Partridge. 

Preece is no stranger to success at Thompson Speed- 
way. He won the Sunoco Modified championship in 2012 
and 2014 to go with three Whelen Modified Tour wins 
at the track. Still, with the caliber of competition on the 
Tour, it will be anything but an easy homecoming. 

In fact, Holtsville, NY’s Bonsignore is likely the man 
to beat. The 2018 NASCAR Modified champion has won 
seven of the last eight Tour events at Thompson. Bon- 
signore also won the first two features of 2020 and leads 
the standings by 10 points over Milford, CT’s Coby, who 
is the only driver to interrupt Bonsignore’s Thompson 
dominance over the past two years. 

Plenty of other racers on the entry list are worthy 
of fans’ attention come Wednesday, including former 
Thompson winner Timmy Solomito, recent Jenner- 
stown Speedway winner Craig Lutz, 2015 Sunoco Mod- 
ified champion Pitkat, and former International Super- 
modified Association champion Jon McKennedy. Other 
standouts expected to take the green include Anthony 
Nocella, Ron Silk, Matt Swanson, and David Sapienza. 

Meanwhile, the track’s local classes finally get their 
first taste of competition in 2020. The Sunoco Modi- 
fieds have a 30-lap, $1,500-to-win shootout that will 
surely draw some of the region’s top SK Modified racers. 
Eight-time Thompson Speedway champion Keith Rocco 
of Wallingford, CT never backs down from a challenge, 
and neither does Pitkat, who still wins regularly in both 
the Modifieds and Late Models. 

The Thompson Late Models also have a big show 
with $1,200 going to the winner of their 25-lap feature. 
Dartmouth, MA’s Derek Gluchacki and Warwick, RI’s 
Mark Jenison, along with Pitkat, are a few of the stand- 
outs known to be heading for Northeastern Connecti- 
cut. The 18-year-old Gluchacki is a rising Late Model 
star who currently leads the American-Canadian Tour 
(ACT) rookie standings. The veteran Jenison has three 
wins over the last two years. The Limited Sportsmen, SK 
Light Modifieds, and Mini Stocks will also bring their 
A-game for the long-awaited return of Thompson oval 
track racing. 

The Thompson 150 for the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour is coming to Connecticut’s Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park on Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 2. Qualifying begins at 5:00pm with features start- 
ing at 6:00pm and the Thompson 150 expected to go 
green at 8:00pm. Admission is $44 for adults and $25 
for kids ages 12 and under. Advance tickets are available 
now at https://happsnow.com/event/Thompson-Speed- 
way-Motorsports-Park- Y HPQ(link is external). General 
admission is limited to 25 percent of capacity per state 
health and safety guidelines. 
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Basketball Hall to 
have first colorized 
minted coins 


SPRINGFIELD -— In August 2020, the U.S. Mint 
releases its first colorized coins as part of the Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame Commemorative Coin Program. 
The program recognizes the 60th anniversary of the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame with 
curved coins in gold, silver, and clad. A limited num- 
ber of silver proof and clad uncirculated coins are col- 
orized on the reverse side. The silver coin features a 
colored net, rim, and channels on the basketball. The 
clad coin colorizes the entire basketball as well as the 
net and rim. 

Colorizing coins appeared in the early 1990s by 
nations such as Uganda, Equatorial Guinea, and Pa- 
lau. Now many countries around the world make 
colorized coins. Canada and Australia are large pro- 
ducers of these coins and develop many innovative 
techniques for applying color. The Royal Canadian 
Mint was the first to produce a colorized circulating 
coin, the 25-cent coin, in 2004. 

Coins are colorized by methods such as applying 
a “sticker” to the surface, adding ink or paint through 
a computerized “printing” process, or enameling by 
filling recessed areas with paint. The U.S. Mint used a 
third-party to colorize the Basketball commemorative 
coins using an automated process. 

The Basketball Hall of Fame Colorized Silver 
Coin features a white net, dark orange rim, and black 
channels on the basketball. Channels are the seams 
that go around the ball. Limiting the color on the ball 
to the channels retains the look of the silver and tex- 
ture of the basketball. 

The clad colorized coin features an orange basket- 
ball with black channels, white net, and dark orange 
rim. Applying color to the whole basketball enhances 
the curvature of the coin and gives it a three-dimen- 
sional effect. The colors of the net and rim enhance 
the effect. The orange color of the basketball matches 
the hue associated with the sport. 

In addition to the colorized silver and clad coins, 
the Basketball Hall of Fame Commemorative Coin 
Program includes gold, silver, and clad coins without 
color in proof and uncirculated finishes. All the coins 
in the program share the same obverse and reverse 
designs that celebrate the sport of basketball and the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. 


Pioneers announce 
tryouts for upcoming 
season 


LUDLOW — WUP FC is proud to hold tryouts for 
the 2020-2021 season. Tryouts are for Boys and Girls 
of all age groups including an open house for younger 
ages: 

Developmental Academy: players born in 2013- 
2015 

First Kick: players born in 2016 

This registration session will allow you to com- 
plete contact information, and sign up for participa- 
tion. Please read through each page carefully to en- 
sure that all information 1s provided accurately. 

To ensure we can create the safest environment for 
your player due to COVID19 precautions, we are still 
working on exact dates and times to conduct tryouts 
for the 2020-2021 season. Players may be invited to 
smaller training sessions and/or limited attendance 
tryout venues. You will be notified with options via 
email. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 
turley.com. 
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Bay State games 
launches 32nd year 
of Future Leaders 
Scholarship 


REGION — The Bay State Games is pleased to an- 
nounce that applications are now being accepted for 
the 2020 Future Leaders Scholarship Program. This 
marks the thirty-second year of this valuable schol- 
arship program that recognizes the leaders of tomor- 
row who excel in academics, community service, and 
athletics. The scholarship program is available to any 
Massachusetts High School student in the class of 
2021. Due to the cancellation of the 2020 Summer 
Games, participation in the Bay State Games is not re- 
quired but is recommended. Six $1,000 scholarships 
will be awarded to the top applicants. 

“Bay State Games is proud to provide valuable 
college scholarships to student-athletes representing 
high schools and communities from across Massa- 
chusetts,” said Bay State Games Executive Director, 
Kevin Cummings. “While the COVID-19 pandemic 
impacted our traditional spring timeframe for this 
scholarship, we have moved the process to the fall to 
ensure that students in the class of 2021 will still have 
access to this opportunity. I encourage all former Bay 
State Games Summer and Winter Games participants 
currently entering their senior year of high school to 
apply.” 

Candidates must submit their application informa- 
tion online by October 15, 2020. The selection process 
will begin with a review of each student’s application, 
written recommendations, and transcripts. A number 
of students will then be selected for virtual interviews 
which will be conducted the week of November 9. At 
the conclusion of interviews, six statewide scholar- 
ship winners will be announced. 

Additional information on the scholarship and a 
link to an application form can be found at www.bay- 
stategames.org/future-leaders-scholarship. 

For questions, email info@baystategames.org or 
call 781-932-6555. 


Rick’s Place to offer 
free grief support 


WILBRAHAM - Children and families who have 
experienced the loss of a loved one are invited to par- 
ticipate in virtual peer groups to take place in late 
August, facilitated by the nonprofit Rick’s Place. The 
peer groups are designed for children, teens and their 
caregivers. 

Rick’s Place, named for Rick Thorpe, a Wilbra- 
ham native and Minnechaug Regional High School 
graduate who died in the Tower Two collapse of the 
World Trade Center on 9/11, offers peer-supported 
bereavement services for children who have experi- 
enced death. For more information or to schedule a 
virtual intake meeting, visit ricksplacema.org or call 
413-279-2010. 


RULES from page 11 


kick, the ball is dead if it goes off the goalkeeper. No 
rebound shots will be allowed. A goalie who saves or 
deflects the ball will receive a goal kick. 

Slide tackles and other major contact are also pro- 
hibited and could result in direct kicks or yellow cards. 

In volleyball, teams will have to eliminate a lot of 
the contact they are used to. Teams typically huddle 
quickly before and after plays, and shake hands or 
high-five before and after the match. All of those tra- 
ditions will be eliminated for the season. 

There will also be a regular cycling of balls to keep 
balls clean. 

Cross country will see waves of runners rather all 
of the runners lined up to start the game. 

All sports will have to observe a lot of social dis- 
tancing rules, non-shared equipment, and making sure 
all types of contact are limited. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 








September 3, 2020 


B OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


Boisvert, Richard E. 
Died: Aug. 10, 2020 
Cierpial Memorial 
Funeral Home 
Sept. 5, 2020, 
4 to 7 p.m. 
Chicopee 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 








Richard E. Boisvert 


CHICOPEE — Richard E. Boisvert, 95, of Chicopee, 
was lovingly called home on Monday, Aug.10, 2020, at 
Holyoke Medical Center. Born on Feb. 6, 1925 in Holy- 
oke, he was the only son of the late Eugene J. and Regina 
(Brouillard) Boisvert. 

His career as a lithographer was 
spent at Phillip Hano and Curtis 
Business Forms, both in Holyoke. 
Simultaneously, he ran his own pho- 
tography business, Dick Boisvert 
Photography, which specialized in 
wedding photography, and he sub- 
contracted as a photographer for the 
Springfield newspapers. Throughout 
his working years, he also main- 
tained a part-time business, Chicop- 
ee Graphics. In his retirement from 
lithography, Dick was a clerk at Stop and Shop on Memo- 
rial Drive, Chicopee for approximately 20 years, retiring 
on his 90th birthday. He was a communicant of St. Rose 
de Lima Church. Richard was a veteran of Word War II 
in which he served in three major theaters in Europe, re- 
ceiving the Bronze Medal of Honor for his service in the 
Air Force 123rd Unit. He was a member of the Chicopee 
Lodge of Elks 1840, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
the American Legion, Post 353. One to always enjoy a 
good chat, his persona enveloped people and drew them 
to him. He frequented many local establishments such as 
Charlie’s Lucky Strike and Dunkin Donuts on Memorial 
Drive, where he held court with his many friends. 

Dick is predeceased by his wife of 57 years, Shirley 
T. (Scoville) Boisvert, and his sister, Pearl Sansoucy. He 
is survived by his four daughters, Patricia Hurley, and her 
husband, James, Caryl Valego, and her husband, Fran- 
cis, Pam Sergienko, Joyce Dunklee, and her husband, 
Charles; 10 grandchildren, Kathleen Hurley, Brett Vale- 
go, and his partner, Carolyn Ruszala, Joseph Sergienko, 
and his wife, Maureen, Kerry Hurley, David Sergienko, 
and his wife, Paulina, Derek Valego, and his wife, Me- 
aghan, Pami Sergienko, Elizabeth Sergienko, Abigail 
Rappa and her husband, Robert, and Charles (Chad) 
Dunklee, and his wife, Rebecca; and five great grandchil- 
dren, Aiden and Lillian Sergienko, Ian and Emery Valego 
and Alice Ruszala Valego. His family also includes his 
sister-in-law, Joan Bourgeois, niece, Liane Pueschel, and 
her husband, Robert, nephews, Harvey Sansoucy, and 
his wife, Carol, Michael Bourgeois, and his wife, Pam, 
Matthew Bourgeois, and his wife, Angeline, and Marc 
Bourgeois, and his wife, Pamela. 

Dick taught us to love with all your heart and not take 
life too seriously. He will be forever missed by his family 
and friends. 

Cierpial Memorial Funeral Home in Chicopee is in 
charge of arrangements. Richard’s family will receive 
guests at the 69 East St. location on Thursday, Sept. 3, 
from 4 to 7 pm. Richard’s funeral will be held on Friday, 
Sept. 4, at 8:30 a.m. at the funeral home, followed by a 
Liturgy of Christian Burial in St. Rose de Lima Church, 
600 Grattan St. in Chicopee, at 9:30 a.m. Interment with 
military honors will follow at the Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery, in Agawam, at 11 a.m. 

Visit cierpialmemorialfuneralhomes.com for more 
information. 
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CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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WNEU Center for Social 
Justice announces new 
LBGTQ+ speaker series 


SPRINGFIELD — The Western New 
England University School of Law’s 
Center for Social Justice and Springfield 
Public Forum will present an interview 
with Evan Wolfson, Founder of Free- 
dom to Marry, on Thursday, Sept. 10, 
from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

This is the first event in the Center 
for Social Justice’s new and important 
Gervino- Ward LGBTQ+ Speaker Series 
which provides a venue for conversa- 
tions about legal issues significant to the 
LGBTQ+ community. The virtual event 
is free and open to the public. Registra- 
tion is required at https://bit.ly/Gervi- 
no- Ward. 

Wolfson was the founder of Freedom 
to Marry, the successful campaign for 
marriage equality in the United States, 
and is widely considered the architect 
of the movement that led to nationwide 
victory in 2015. During the 1990’s he 
served as co-counsel in the historic Ha- 
wall marriage case that launched the on- 
going global movement for the freedom 
to marry, and has participated in numer- 
ous gay rights and HIV/AIDS cases. 
In 2012, Wolfson received the Barnard 
Medal of Distinction alongside Presi- 
dent Barack Obama. Wolfson earned a 
B.A. in history from Yale College and 
his J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

Wolfson will be joined by WNE 
School of Law Professor Jennifer Levi, 
director of GLAD’s Transgender Rights 
Project, who will moderate a Q&A- 
style event. “The Center for Social Jus- 
tice and Springfield Public Forum are 
thrilled to welcome Evan Wolfson as 
the Center’s inaugural Gervino-Ward 
LGBTQ+ Speaker,” says Center Direc- 
tor, Ariel Clemmer. “Particularly during 
these challenging times, it 1s important 
that we come together and have can- 
did conversations about what it takes to 
make change. Evan Wolfson is a vener- 
able example for us all.” 

Wolfson now devotes his time to ad- 
vising and assisting diverse movements 
and causes in the U.S. and around the 
world. Based in New York City, Wolfson 
has been named a Distinguished Visitor 
from Practice at Georgetown Law Cen- 
ter, where he teaches law and social 
change; a Distinguished Practitioner in 
Grand Strategy at Yale University; and 
Senior Counsel at Dentons, the world’s 
largest law firm. 

The Gervino- Ward LGBTQ+ Speak- 
er Series is made possible by a gener- 


Benches “ Statues 
Plot Maintenance 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


413-589-7564 Office 





Bronze Plaques 


ous donation from WNE Law School 
alumna Elena Gervino (‘88), her wife 
Kathleen Ward, and their two daugh- 
ters. The mission of this series is to 
draw awareness to emerging trends 
in LGBTQ+ law and continuing so- 
cial justice concerns that might affect 
LGBTQ+ clients or practitioners. The 
Western New England University Cen- 
ter for Social Justice provides the ven- 
ue for conversations about legal issues 
important to the LGBTQ+ community 
by bringing prominent leaders, speakers 
and advocates to engage with the West- 
ern New England University School of 
Law Community. Lectures will be held 
during the lunch hour and are open to 
students, alumni, the University com- 
munity, and the general public. 

Online registration for this event is 
available at https://bit.ly/Gervino- Ward. 
For more information, contact Ariel 
Clemmer at ariel.clemmer@law.wne. 
edu. 

Launched in 2019, the University’s 
Centennial year, the Center for Social 
Justice is designed to strengthen col- 
laborative efforts between the School 
of Law and the region to work toward 
a more just, equitable, and inclusive so- 
ciety in its next century of service. The 
Center provides a centralized hub of ac- 
tivity and innovation for the School of 
Law’s justice-related teaching, scholar- 
ship, and service. It also broadens so- 
cial justice academic offerings, helps 
students aspiring to be social justice 
lawyers achieve their goals, imbues a 
culture of pro bono volunteerism in 
students, faculty and other legal pro- 
fessionals, manages in-house pro bono 
projects, and works closely with com- 
munity organizations and partners to 
identify and address unmet needs that 
require a multi-dimensional response 
cutting across law and other fields. For 
more information visit the Western New 
England University Center for Social 
Justice website. 

The Springfield Public Forum is 
one of the nation’s oldest free public 
speaker series. Established in 1935, the 
Forum is an independent, non-partisan 
and non-profit entity. The Springfield 
Public Forum’s goal is to illuminate the 
key issues facing our society by bring- 
ing thought-provoking speakers to the 
Springfield community and providing a 
platform for discussion. 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Monuments “ Custom Design Work 


Cleaning * Markers “ Vases 


Cemetery Signage “ Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
413-589-7588 Fax 


413-531-5360 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 


digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


DOZENS OF HAND MADE ORI- 
ENTAL RUGS. Attic finds, baskets, 
collectibles, bargain prices. 

Sept 5 @ 12 North Main St, Williams- 
burg . Rain date Sunday. Masks Re- 
quired. 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


ORGANIZER FOR HIRE! Need 
Help Organizing, Downsizing, or pack- 
ing for a move? Call Colleen (413) 
626-1284 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 











LRINSKARE 


















Og 5: 
XY 
WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


September 3, 2020 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


MARK OGOLEY CONSTRUC- 
TION For all you excavating needs, 
specializing in those small jobs other 
contractors charge too much for! Free 
estimates - Fully insured. (413) 244- 
9358 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


VISA 1 Discover 


Exp. Date 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





X per week rate = $ 


J Cash 


1 Check# 
CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 











Hs 


Ee) 


BES 
a5 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 
Addathird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal = 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 
















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


NORTH 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 








Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Patios & walkways 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924, 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 
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The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 





FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


Loy NS Seo} wee >.S 9 
413-219-6339 


$SSSSSSSSS$$ 
Get cash for as Is 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. 
Open horse shows. Gift certificates 
available. 860-874-8077 Suffield, 
CT endofhunt.com 


HELP WANTED 


Holistic Industries 
is one of the 
largest and fastest 
growing private 
cannabis companies 


in the country. 


Check out our list of 
career openings here: 
https://www.holistic 
industries.com/careers 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


VALLEY 


MEDICAL 
(GROUP 


Prevention &° Medical Care 
To Help You Live Better, Longer. 

HEALTH CENTER MANAGER 
Valley Medical Group, a multi-specialty 
group serving over 55,000 patients, is 
seeking an experienced Health Center 
Manager for our Family Practice De- 
partment in our Amherst Office. RN re- 
quired. Visit www.vmgma.com to view 
more details and to apply. 

Come join our team! 





TOWN OF PALMER PER DIEM 
DOG OFFICER Serves as a Dog 
Officer pursuant MG.L. c. 140, § 151, 
responsible for performing for the du- 
ties of that position and enforcement of 
Town Ordinances/Regulations and ap- 
plicable State Laws and regulations re- 
lating to dog control. Assist with Pound 
Keeper duties as needed MG.L. c. 49, 
§ 22, and is responsible for performing 
the duties of these positions. Please 
submit resume and letter of interest or 
Town application to Town Manager’s 
Office, 4417 Main Street, Palmer MA 
01069. Application can be mailed to 
4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or by emailing rmcnutt @ townofpalmer. 
com. Open until filled. Go to www.town- 
ofpalmer.com for full job description 


Classified Advertising 
DEADLINES | 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


MONDAY 


HILLTOVVNS 
AT NOON 


MONSON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 


HELP WANTED 


Substitute Bus And Van Drivers 


BUS DRIVERS —- 

CDL With School Bus Certificate, 
Air Brake Endorsement Preferred 
VAN DRIVERS — 

With 7D School Pupil Transport License 


Call Michelle Loglisci At 413-267-4150 Ext. 4906 
or Email: Logliscim@Monsonschools.com 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 





FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





le 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 1-413-283-8393 








WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 

The Wilbraham Conser- 
vation Commission will hold 
a public meeting on 
Monday, September 14, 
2020 at 5:00PM on the 
Request for Determination 
filed by Tracey Plantier on 
behalf of the Open Space and 
Recreation Committee under 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw. 
The hearing is to determine 
whether the work depicted on 
the plans that include the 
construction of a 45’ span 
pedestrian bridge over 
Twelve Mile Brook that is 
located within the Twelve 
Mile Conservation area is 
subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetland Bylaw. 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 
public health emergency the 
Town Office Building 
remains closed to the public 
and this public meeting will 
be conducted exclusively via 
remote participation. The 
instructions to remotely join 
and participate in the public 
meeting will be on the agen- 
da that will be posted on the 
town website on or before 
September 10, 2020.Further 
information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Commission. 


Christopher Brown, 
Chairman 
9/03/2020 


WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Wilbraham Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing by remote 
participation on Thursday, 
September 10, 2020 at 5:45 
PM on the application of 
Bryan and Heather Murphy 
for a special permit under 
section. 3.9.2:13 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law 
to allow a commercial truck- 
ing business to be operated 
as a home occupation use on 
property owned by Heather 
Murphy located at 964 
Tinkham Road as further 
specified in the application 
and plans that are on file in 
the Planning Office and post- 
ed for public viewing on the 
ZBA page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www. 
wilbraham-ma.gov/135/ 
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals. 

While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible, the 
public may remotely join and 
participate in the public hear- 
ing using GoToMeeting 
video conferencing technolo- 
gy by following the instruc- 
tions on the meeting agenda 
that will be posted on the 
town website on or about 
September 4, 2020. 

Edward Kivari Jr., 
8/27, 9/03/2020 


Chairman 


WILBRAHAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Wilbraham Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing by remote 
participation on Thursday, 
September 10, 2020 at 5:30 
PM on the application of the 
prospective purchaser 
Anatomy LLC for a special 
permit under section 
3.4.5.1.C of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to allow the 
existing building to be con- 
verted to use as a profession- 
al dentist office on property 
owned by Daddy G. 
Remainder LLC located at 
1876 Boston Road as further 
specified in the application 
and plans that are on file in 
the Planning Office and post- 
ed for public viewing on the 
ZBA page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www. 
wilbraham-ma.gov/135/ 
Zoning-Board-of-Appeals. 

While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible, the 
public may remotely join and 
participate in the public hear- 
ing using GoToMeeting 
video conferencing technolo- 
gy by following the instruc- 
tions on the meeting agenda 
that will be posted on the 
town website on or about 
September 4, 2020. 

Edward Kivari Jr., 
8/27, 9/03/2020 


Chairman 


Town of Hampden 
Notice of Public Hearing 

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Section 5, the 
Hampden Planning Board will 
hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, September 23, 
2020, at 6 PM in the Town 
House, 625 Main Street, 
Hampden, Massachusetts, to 
give interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on 
the following proposed dele- 
tion/addition to the Hampden 
Zoning By-Law sponsored by 
the Planning Board: 

Warrant Article 3 — To 
delete in its entirety the exist- 
ing Section 7.17 of the 
Hampden Zoning Bylaw, 
Temporary Moratorium on 
Ground-Mounted Solar 
Photovoltaic Energy Systems; 
and 

Warrant Article 4 - To 
add Section 7.20 — EMT 
Operational Base Bylaw. This 
is a building where operation- 
al ambulance(s) are garaged 
and where Emergency 
Medical Technicians work 
shift duties. This use will be 
added to Section 6, Table of 
Use Regulations, as a 
“Permitted” use only within 
the Commercial District. 

The complete text of the 
proposed articles is available 
for review in the Town Clerk’s 
Office and the Planning Office 
during normal business hours. 
All persons interested or wish- 
ing to be heard on this matter 


are urged to attend the public 
hearing. For the Board, Judge 
Robert Howarth, Chair, 
Hampden Planning Board. 
9/03, 9/10/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P1385EA 
Estate of: 
John Drew Colton 
Also Known As: 
John D. Colton 
Date of Death: 

May 31, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Cynthia C. Rice of East 
Longmeadow, MA. 

Cynthia C. Rice of East 
Longmeadow, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal proce- 
dure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 





interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

9/03/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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CVS adds 50 in-store safe medication disposal units 


Efforts are to help 
combat misuse and 


diversion of unused 
medication 
As part of an ongoing 


commitment to helping build 
healthier and safer communi- 
ties, CVS Health announced 
the expansion of two initiatives 
aimed at reducing the potential 
for misuse and diversion of pre- 
scription medications in Massa- 
chusetts. 

CVS Pharmacy, the retail di- 
vision of CVS Health, complet- 
ed the installation of time-delay 
safe technology in all its 446 
Massachusetts locations, in- 
cluding those in Target stores. 
The safes are anticipated to 
help prevent pharmacy robber- 
ies and the resulting diversion 
of controlled substance medi- 
cations, including opioid medi- 
cations such as oxycodone and 
hydrocodone, by electronically 
delaying the time it takes for 
pharmacy employees to open 
the safe. In addition, the safes 
are anticipated to help CVS 
Pharmacy ensure the safety and 
well-being of its customers and 
employees. 

Further enhancing the com- 
pany’s efforts to help prevent 
opioid diversion and misuse, 
CVS Pharmacy also announced 
the addition of 50 new safe med- 
ication disposal units placed in 


select stores throughout Mas- 
sachusetts. The new units join 
another 106 secure disposal 
kiosks previously installed in 
CVS Pharmacy locations in the 
state, and another 43 units pre- 
viously donated to Massachu- 
setts law enforcement agencies. 
CVS Pharmacy plans to install 
an additional six units in stores 
by year-end. 

“While our nation and our 
company focus on COVID-19 
treatment, testing and other 
measures to prevent communi- 
ty transmission of the virus, the 
misuse of prescription drugs re- 
mains an ongoing challenge in 
Massachusetts and elsewhere 
that warrants our continued at- 
tention,” said John Hering, re- 
gion director for CVS Health. 
“These steps to reduce the theft 
and diversion of opioid medi- 
cations bring added security to 
our stores and more disposal 
options for our communities.” 

“We commend CVS Health 
for its continued commitment 
to address the opioid crisis and 
welcome the expansion of safe 
and convenient medication dis- 
posal in our communities,” said 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary Marylou Sudders. 
“We are proud of the progress 
made in combatting addiction 
and reducing the rate of opioid 
related deaths in Massachusetts, 
and we know this work is as 
essential as ever especially as 
we navigate an unprecedented 


pandemic. We value the stra- 
tegic alignment and ongoing 
investment from partners like 
CVS Health in our collective, 
continued fight against opioid 
addiction.” 


Safes reduce robberies 

CVS Health first implement- 
ed time delay safe technology 
in 2015 in CVS Pharmacy loca- 
tions across Indianapolis, a city 
experiencing a high volume of 
pharmacy robberies at the time. 
The company saw a 70 percent 
decline in pharmacy robberies 
among the Indianapolis stores 
where time delay safes had 
been installed. 

Since then, the company has 
introduced time delay safes in 
4,760 CVS Pharmacy stores 
across 15 states and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, resulting in 
a 50% decline in robberies at 
CVS pharmacies in those local 
communities. 

The time delay function 
cannot be overridden and is de- 
signed to serve as a deterrent 
to would-be pharmacy robbers 
whose goal is to enter and exit 
their robbery targets as quickly 
as possible. All CVS Pharmacy 
locations in Massachusetts with 
time delay safes display visible 
signage warning that time de- 
lay safes are in use to prevent 
on-demand access to controlled 
substance narcotics. 


Medication 
disposal units added 

The expansion of CVS Phar- 
macy’s safe medication dispos- 
al program in 50 Massachusetts 
stores continues the company’s 
commitment to providing in- 
creased year-round access to 
safer, easier and more conve- 
nient options for removing un- 
needed prescription drugs from 
the home. 

“When patients leave un- 
used medications, especially 
opioids, in a medicine cabinet, 
there is a risk they might be 
misused, diverted or come in 
contact with unsupervised chil- 
dren, other family members or 
guests in the home,” said Tom 
Davis, vice president of Phar- 
macy Professional Services at 
CVS Health. “It is critical that 
medications are taken only 
as prescribed, and we believe 
safe medication disposal is an 
important way to help prevent 
misuse.” 

In 2020, the company is 
adding an additional 1,000 in- 
store safe medication disposal 
units to the 2,500 units current- 
ly in CVS Pharmacy locations 
nationwide. Over the past sev- 
eral years, the company has also 
donated over 1,000 units to lo- 
cal law enforcement. Together, 
these existing medication dis- 
posal units have collected more 
than 1.8 million pounds of un- 
wanted medications, including 
over 90,000 pounds in Massa- 


chusetts, that might otherwise 
have been diverted, misused or 
ended up in the water supply. 

Located in the pharmacy 
area of the CVS store and simi- 
lar in design to a postal box, the 
safe medication disposal units 
allow customers to drop off un- 
used prescriptions in a contain- 
er or in sealed plastic bags if 
liquids or multiple medications 
are included. 

Additionally, CVS Pharma- 
cy locations that do not offer a 
safe medication disposal kiosk 
offer DisposeRx packets at no 
cost to patients filling an opioid 
prescription for the first time. 
According to the manufactur- 
er, when warm water and the 
DisposeRx powder are added 
to a container, the combina- 
tion breaks down medications, 
including powders, pills, cap- 
sules, tablets, liquids or patch- 
es, to a non-divertible biode- 
gradable gel, allowing for safe 
disposal in the trash at home. 

Given its national reach and 
local presence, CVS Health 
is uniquely positioned to help 
address prescription opioid 
misuse and abuse with an enter- 
prise-wide approach. To learn 
more about CVS Health’s ef- 
forts, visit the company’s opi- 
oid response website. 

More information about the 
company’s efforts to reduce 
opiate abuse and misuse go on- 
line to www.cvshealth.com. 
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NEED A REALTOR? 


Our team is ready to guide you 
through the process during these 
times. They understand safety 
protocols. They know how to avoid 


SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS 


CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 


the transaction pitfalls. They 
have the technology to handle 
all aspects of your purchase 
and/or sale remotely. 
In person or remotely we are 
ready to get you results. 


Call any agent listed here to put 
our resources to work for you. 


WE’RE LOCAL 


® 

REAL ESTATE 
COMPANIES 

of THE WORLD 











Tom Avezzie 
218-7991 


John Moltenbrey 
427-5176 

















WE’RE GLOBAL 








Nick Ferrara 
386-4523 





Steve Lortie 
427-4122 





Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home 
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World 


Kate McGrath 
244-6051 
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Ann Marie Martin 
206-1161 





STATUS 


ADDRESS 


DESCRIPTION 


LIST PRICE 





ACT 479 Glendale Rd., Hampden 


PCG 256 South Rd., Hampden 
CTG 5 Bennett Rd., Hampden 
CTG 21 Chapin Circle, Ludlow 


CTG 290 Three Rivers Rd., Wilbraham 


UAG 2 Barrett St., Belchertown 
UAG 92 Raymond Dr., Hampden 
UAG 198 East St., Ludlow 

UAG 43 Bluegrass Lane, Ludlow 
UAG 296 Ventura St., Ludlow 
UAG 283 Wales Rd., Monson 
UAG 8 Opal St., Wilbraham 
UAG 31 Main St., Wilbraham 


CTG 2205 Boston Rd U:J93, Wilbraham 


ACT lot 54 Knollwood, Ludlow 
ACT Lot 4 Silver, Monson 
UAG O Cedar Street, Ludlow 


ACT 145 Palmer Road, Monson 
ACT 145 Palmer Road, Monson 


8 room 
9 room 
7 room 
7 room 


6 room 
6 room 
6 room 
6 room 
7 room 
7 room 
5 room 
8 room 


, o bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial 

, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Contemporary 
, 4 bed, 3f 1h bath Cape 

, 9 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape 


12 room, 3 bed, 3f Oh bath Colonial 


, o bed, 
, 4 bed, 
, o bed, 
, o bed, 
, o bed, 
, o bed, 
, 2 bed, 
, 4 bed, 


1f 1h bath Cape, Contemporary 
1f 1h bath Ranch 

1f OH bath Colonial, Multi-Level 
2f OH bath Ranch 

2f, 1h bath Cape 

1f 1h 19 bath Antique,Farmhouse 
1f OH bath Ranch 

3f OH 26 bath Colonial 


CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS 


5 room 


, 2 bed, 2f, 1h bath Townhouse 


LAND LISTINGS 
1.45 Residential acres (63,162 SqFt) 
2.83 Residential acres (123,274SqFt) 
0.23 Residential acres (10,000 SqFt) 
COMMN§MERCIAL LISTINGS 


Commercial Building 
5856 SqFt Commercial Building 


$439,900 
$365,000 
$509,000 
$242,000 
$462,235 
$289,900 
$265,000 
$195,000 
$319,000 
$406,900 
$392,500 
$215,000 
$289,900 


$184,990 


$42,000 
$84,900 
$114,900 


$1,960 
$229,900 





Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 


CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 


HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham, 
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Bonnie Leaning 
265-3861 


Luci Giguere 
575-2837 





Sandy Wegrzyn 
519-1056 








| “Ann Paquette 
626-6871 


a 


Art Ferrara 
348-5827 
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Sales Positions Available - Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 








Sue Rheaume 
478-0671 


Kathy Esser 
348-3803 











i ae 
Jacqueline Kenny 
222-7285 





Alyssa Rhodes 
896-9269 
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Dot Lortie 
478-1940 





Susan Raimer | 
374-3348 





